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• The flowers are VERY 
tiny and are found close 
to the black buds. 

• Flowers are purple/red 
until fertilised when they 
turn green. 

• The fruits hang like a set 
of keys. 

• They are winged to fly 
away from the tree to 
grow. 

Leaf 
Ash 

Fraxinus excelsior 

• Ash leaves are  
‘compound’ which 
means the leaf has a 
number of smaller ‘leaf-
lets’. 

• They turn yellow in 
autumn 

• The black buds are very 
hard and sometimes 
known as ‘hoof of the 
devil’, because of their 
shape. 
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